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1&

Introduction&
The&past&decades&have&seen&increased&interest&among&non3liturgical&Christians&in&
traditional&forms&of&Christian&faith&and&practice.&&Ancient&customs&that&were&once&viewed&
with&skepticism&as&dead&rituals,&or&with&outright&hostility&as&poisonous&“traditions&of&men,”&
are&reappearing&in&a&new&light,&as&powerful&aids&to&spiritual&growth&and&steadying&defenses&
against&the&onslaught&of&a&secular&anti3culture.&

This&is&particularly&true&for&the&ancient&custom&of&Advent.&&While&the&surrounding&world&
prepares&for&a&singular&Christmas&Day&with&relentless&advertising,&shopping&and&sales,&the&
observance&of&Advent&reminds&Christians&to&watch&with&prayer,&alms3giving,&and&fasting&
for&the&imminent&arrival&of&their&Lord.&&Among&the&orgies&of&consumer&avarice&and&
gluttony&personified&in&a&secular&Santa&Claus,&Christians&are&once&again&remembering&the&
real&Saint&Nicholas&and&his&generosity&to&the&poor.&&Finally,&the&observance&of&Advent&
reminds&us&that&Christmas&Day&is&not&the&end,&but&the&beginning&of&the&Christmas&season.!

To&many,&fasting&and&repentance&during&“the&most&wonderful&time&of&the&year”&will&appear&
out3of3sync,&even&“Scrooge3like.”&&Yet&the&Apostle&Paul,&distilling&the&gospel&to&a&mere&
sentence,&declared,&“For&I&decided&to&know&nothing&among&you&except&Jesus&Christ&and&
him&crucified.”&(I&Cor.&2:2,&ESV)&Within&this&verse&is&contained&the&seeds&for&both&
Christmas&and&Easter,&for&the&special&observances&of&the&incarnation&as&well&as&the&death,&
burial,&and&resurrection&of&our&Lord.&&Both&call&us&to&repentance&and&watchfulness,&and&
both&benefit&from&a&time&of&careful&and&serious&introspection.&

This&booklet&of&songs&and&prayers&was&compiled&to&aid&families&and&small&groups&in&
observing&the&important&season&of&Advent.&&The&songs&may&be&used&however&desired,&but&
the&suggested&use&for&families&is&one&per&day&for&a&weekly&cycle.&&(This&2011&edition&adds&
Lord!Christ,!Beneath!Thy!Starry!Dome,&a&song&well&suited&for&family&use.)&&The&collects&
from&the&BCP&may&be&used&each&night&of&the&designated&week,&particularly&when&lighting&
candles&on&an&Advent&wreath.&&The&other&prayers&may&be&used&as&desired.&&There&are&
twenty3eight&Advent&scripture&readings,&enough&for&one&per&day&on&any&year.&&They&need&
not&be&read&in&the&order&they&are&listed.&&There&are&thirteen&Christmas&scriptures,&one&for&
Christmas&eve&and&each&of&the&twelve&days&of&Christmas&thereafter.&&These&are&partially&
ordered&to&give&a&sense&of&the&chronology&of&the&biblical&story.&

It&is&my&hope&that&you&will&find&this&a&helpful&resource&in&“redeeming&the&time”&from&the&
continual&assaults&of&a&society&that&would&gladly&wish&us&to&forget&our&Lord&among&the&
bustle&of&a&busy&holiday&season.&&May&God&bless&you&and&your&family&this&Advent.&

—&&Justin&Gregory&

November&2011*

&

&

&

&
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Come, Thou Long‐Expected Jesus
R.H. PrichardC. Wesley
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Creator of the Stars of Night
7th cent. Latin
tr. J.M. Neale, 1852
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Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding
 
W.H. Monk

5th cent. Latin
tr. E. Caswall, 1849
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Lord Christ, Beneath Thy Starry Dome
Louis Bourgeois, 1551
Old Hundredth

Daniel Henderson
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
 
T. Helmore

12th cent. Latin
tr. J.M. Neale

Veni Emmanuel88.88.88
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On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry
G. R. Woodward, 1904
    Puer Nobis Nascitur

C. Coffin, 1736
tr. J. Chandler, 1837
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
 
D. Evans, 1865

L. Laurenti, 1700
tr. S. B. Findlater, 1854
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Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
L. Mason, 1831J. Bowring, 1825
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Prayers!

Weekly!Collects!from!the!Book!of!Common!Prayer!(1979)!

Week$1$

Almighty!God,!
give!us!grace!to!cast!away!the!works!of!darkness,!and!put!on!the!armor!of!light,!

now!in!the!time!of!this!mortal!life!in!which!your!Son!Jesus!Christ!came!to!visit!
us!in!great!humility;!

that!in!the!last!day,!when!he!shall!come!again!in!his!glorious!majesty!to!judge!both!
the!living!and!the!dead,!we!may!rise!to!the!life!immortal;!

through!him!who!lives!and!reigns!with!you!and!the!Holy!Spirit,!one!God,!now!and!
forever.!Amen.!

Week$2$

Merciful!God,!
who!sent!your!messengers!the!prophets!to!preach!repentance!and!prepare!the!way!

for!our!salvation:!
Give!us!grace!to!heed!their!warnings!and!forsake!our!sins,!

that!we!may!greet!with!joy!the!coming!of!Jesus!Christ!our!Redeemer;!
who!lives!and!reigns!with!you!and!the!Holy!Spirit,!one!God,!now!and!forever.!

Amen.!

Week$3$

Stir!up!your!power,!O!Lord,!and!with!great!might!come!among!us;!
and,!because!we!are!sorely!hindered!by!our!sins,!let!your!bountiful!grace!and!

mercy!speedily!help!and!deliver!us;!
through!Jesus!Christ!our!Lord,!to!whom,!with!you!and!the!Holy!Spirit,!be!honor!

and!glory,!now!and!forever.!Amen.!

Week$4$

Purify!our!conscience,!Almighty!God,!by!your!daily!visitation,!
that!your!Son!Jesus!Christ,!at!his!coming,!may!find!in!us!a!mansion!prepared!for!

himself;!
who!lives!and!reigns!with!you,!in!the!unity!of!the!Holy!Spirit,!one!God,!now!and!

forever.!Amen.
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The!Great!O!Antiphons!

These%antiphons%have%been%used%in%Western%Christian%worship%from%at%least%as%far%back%as%the%eighth%
century.%%(*The%eighth%antiphon%appeared%in%later%English%use).%%Each%one%inspired%and%corresponds%to%
a%verse%of%“O%Come,%O%Come,%Emmanuel,”%as%indicated%by%the%numbers%to%the%right.%%Traditionally,%one%
antiphon%is%recited%each%day%beginning%on%December%16th,%or,%if%the%eighth%antiphon%is%not%to%be%used,%
December%17th.%

!

1. O!Wisdom,!coming!forth!from!the!mouth!of!the!Most!High,!

reaching!mightily!from!one!end!to!the!other,!

and!sweetly!ordering!all!things:!

Come%and%teach%us%the%way%of%prudence.%

v. 2 

2. O!Adonai!and!ruler!of!the!House!of!Israel,!

who!appeared!to!Moses!in!the!fire!of!the!burning!bush,!

and!gave!him!the!law!on!Sinai:!

Come%and%redeem%us%with%an%outstretched%arm.%

v. 6 

3. O!Root!of!Jesse,!who!stands!as!a!sign!among!the!peoples,!

before!whom!kings!keep!silence,!

and!unto!whom!the!nations!shall!make!their!prayers:!

Come%and%deliver%us,%and%delay%no%longer.%

v. 7 

4. O!Key!of!David!and!scepter!of!the!House!of!Israel,!

who!opens,!and!no!one!can!shut,!

who!shuts,!and!no!one!can!open:!

Come%and%lead%the%captives%from%prison,%
those%who%sit%in%darkness,%and%the%shadow%of%death.%

v. 5 

5. O!DayHSpring,!splendor!of!light!eternal!and!Sun!of!righteousness:!

Come%and%enlighten%those%who%sit%in%darkness,%and%the%shadow%of%death.%
v. 4 

6. O!King!of!the!nations,!and!their!desire,!

the!Cornerstone!making!both!into!one:!

Come%and%save%mankind,%
whom%you%fashioned%from%clay.%

v. 8 

7. O!Emmanuel,!our!King!and!Lawgiver,!

Hope!of!the!nations,!and!their!Savior:!

Come%and%save%us,%O%Lord%our%God.%

v. 1 

*8. O!Virgin!of!virgins,!how!shall!this!be?!

For!never!were!there!any!like!you!before,!

nor!shall!there!be!after.!

Daughters%of%Jerusalem,%why%marvel%at%me?%
The%mystery%you%perceive%is%divine.%

v. 9 

!
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Preface!for!Advent!I!
It!is!truly!right!and!just,!our!duty!and!our!salvation,!

always!and!everywhere!to!give!you!thanks,!
Lord,!holy!Father,!almighty!and!eternal!God,!
through!Christ!our!Lord.!

For!he!assumed!at!his!first!coming!
the!lowliness!of!human!flesh,!
and!so!fulfilled!the!design!you!formed!long!ago,!
and!opened!for!us!the!way!to!eternal!salvation,!that,!
when!he!comes!again!in!glory!and!majesty!and!all!is!at!last!made!manifest,!
we!who!watch!for!that!day!may!inherit!the!great!promise!
in!which!now!we!dare!to!hope.!

And!so,!with!Angels!and!Archangels,!
with!Thrones!and!Dominions,!
and!with!all!the!hosts!and!Powers!of!heaven,!
we!sing!the!hymn!of!your!glory,!
as!without!end!we!acclaim:!

Holy,!Holy,!Holy!Lord!God!of!hosts.!
Heaven!and!earth!are!full!of!your!glory.!
Hosanna!in!the!highest.!
Blessed!is!he!who!comes!in!the!name!of!the!Lord!
Hosanna!in!the!highest.!

Prayers!from!the!Liturgy!of!the!Hours!
Lord!our!God,!grant!that!we!may!be!ready!to!receive!Christ!when!he!comes!in!glory!
and!to!share!in!the!banquet!of!heaven,!where!he!lives!and!reigns!with!you!and!the!
Holy!Spirit,!one!God,!for!ever!and!ever.!Amen.!

Lord!our!God,!help!us!to!prepare!for!the!coming!of!Christ!your!Son.!!May!he!find!
us!waiting,!eager!in!joyful!prayer.!!We!ask!this!through!our!Lord!Jesus!Christ,!your!
Son,!who!lives!and!reigns!with!you!and!the!Holy!Spirit,!one!God,!for!ever!and!ever.!
Amen.!

God!our!Father,!you!loved!the!world!so!much!that!you!gave!your!only!Son!to!free!
us!from!the!ancient!power!of!sin!and!death.!!Help!us!who!wait!for!his!coming,!and!
lead!us!to!true!liberty.!Amen.!

Excerpts)from)the)English)translation)of)The)Roman)Missal)©)2010,)International)Committee)on)English)in)the)
Liturgy,)Inc.;)the)English)translation)of)the)Advent)prayers)from)The)Liturgy)of)the)Hours)©)1974,)ICEL.)All)rights)
reserved.!
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Scripture!Readings!
Advent
Old$Testament$

Psalm!24!

Psalm!72!

Isaiah!2:1–5!

Isaiah!9:1–7!

Isaiah!11:1–10 

Isaiah!35 

Isaiah!40:1–11!

Isaiah!52!

Isaiah!60:1–3!

Jeremiah!33:12–16!

Micah!5:2–4!

Malachi!3:1–5!

New$Testament$
Matthew!1:18–24!

Matthew!3:1–12 

Matthew!25:1–13!

Mark!13:33–37!

Luke!1:26–38!

Acts!1:6–11!

Romans!8:18–25!

Romans!13:11–14!

I!Corinthians!1:3–9!

Ephesians!5:6–16!

Philippians!4:4–9!

Titus!2:11–14!

I!John!3:1–3!

Revelation!3:7–13!

Revelation!21:1–8!

Revelation!22

Christmas!Season
Dec. 25. Luke!2:1–20 

Dec. 26. Galatians!4:3–7 

Dec. 27. John!1:9–14 

Dec. 28. John!3:16–21 

Dec. 29. I!Timothy!1:15–17 

Dec. 30. Hebrews!1:1–12 

Dec. 31. Luke!1:46–55 

Jan. 1. Philippians!2:5–11 

Jan. 2. Luke 2:21–40 

Jan. 3. I!Timothy!3:14–16 

Jan. 4. Matthew!2:1–12 

Jan. 5. Matthew!2:13–23 

Jan. 6. I!John!4:7–14

!


